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dressed to % The Bentinel OMce,” Washe
Ington,
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for collecting ugcounts due this office, and for ob-
taining new subscribers in Virginia.
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By We call the atlention of our readers to
n communication on the subject of Judiciary
Reform in the District of Columbia, published
in oy issue of this morning. It refutes many
of the arguments that are urged against re-
- form, and effectually dispels some of the errors
that prevail on the subject.

s L e e
THE JUDICIARY REFORM.

We furnish, this morning, for the information
of our readers, the bill for the reform of the ju-
dicial system of the United States, as reported
{rom the Senate committee by Hon. A. P. But-
ler. It will be recollected by our readers that,
on the 18th of May lust, Judge Douglas pre-
sented a substitute, by way of amendment, to
the bill.  The two measures of reform are now
before the Senate, and are engrossing much of
its fime'and attention. We will insert the sub-
stitute in our issue of to-morrow, and reserve
for some future time our comments on the rel-
ative merits of the two propositions. Mean-
time, we would say, that the necessity for some
reform, and the general importance of the sub-
ject, entitles it to the deliberation and full in-
vestigation which it has and will secure.

ILLNESS OF JOHN Y. MASON,

Letters which reached this city yesterday, (by
the Baltic,) announce the serious illness of
Judge Mason, our Minister to France, We
learn that he was suddenly attacked by par-
alysis, which left him in & critical condition,
This intelligence, which has cavsed vs more
than a common sorrow, will awaken general
regret throughout the country, for no one en-
joys a more universal and a better deserved
popularity than the distinguished Minister to
France. We sincerely hope that the next news
will inforiwo us of his complete restoration to
health,

»

HON. MOSES NORRIS.

The short but serious illness of this gentle-
man, which excited the apprehensions and fears
of all of his friends on Wednesday, terminated
fatally on Thursday evening, at ten o'clock.
The suddenness of the attack, and the brief
struggle which nature made with the disease
rander it an occasion of more than ordinary
solemnity. 1t is, however, a source of conso-
lation to his survivors, to know that he was
cheered in the last hours of his life by the
affectionate attentions of his nearest relatives,
that the hand of friendship ministered to his
wants, and closed his eyes,

Moses Norris, jr., entered Congress as a
representative irom New Hampshire, in the
year 15843, and remained in that capacity until
the year, 1847, His course in the House, his
strict attention to the business of his constitu-
ency, and his devoted adherence to the prin-
ciples of the Democratic party met with the ap-
proval of the legislature of kiis native State, who,
in the year 1849, elevated kim to the Senate
of the United States. In this exalted position
his integrity, and his industry, his capacity,
and his unwavering devotion to his principles
gained for him the esteem of his compeers.

He died in barness, respected by all who
knew him, and honored by those to whom his
merits and his worth had endeared him. His
remains, we understand, will be conveyed to
his native New Hampshire for burial, attended
by a joint committee of the two Houses of
Congress, and by his mourning friends, who
watched over his last hours. .

In further testimony of their regard, the two
Houses adjourned, after the adoption of the
usual resolutions of respect.

INTERCHANGES OF KINDNESS HE-
TWEEN THE NORTH AND THE
SOUTH.

The following dispatch shows that charity is
not bounded by geographical lines and that
philanthropy knows no latitudes or longitudes
in its diffusive and pervading beneficence :

“New Orueaxs, Jan, 8, 1855,—The How-
ard Association of this city voted, to-day, the
sum of two thousand dollars for the benefit of
the poor of New York.”

This is, as it were, but the return of a loan ;
it in but the reciprocity of kindness and charity.
It will be remembered that when New Orleans
was suffering from the fearful ravages of the
pestilence, summer before last, New York con-
tributed liberally of her means to alleviate the
miseries of the poer, as she did during the
past summer for the relief of other Southern
cities which were desolated by the same dread-
tfal scourge—the yellow fever.

Such friendly interchanges contrast pleas-
wntly with the sectional criminations and re-
eriminations that occur with melancholy fre-
quency between the Northern and Southern
portions of the Confederacy, and tend to show
that, despite the acrimony sometimes displayed,
there in a solid substratum of kindness and
brotherly feeling beneath a ruffled and agitated
surface,

Judging from the aceonnts that reach usin
the New York papers, never before, in this
country, was there so much suffering among
the laboring classes as now exists in that great
city, and never was relief more opportune than
that afforded by the Howard Association of
New Orleans.

The working men, thrown out of employ-
ment, occupy their time in holding excited
meetings and in listening to inflammatory ha-
rangues. The burden of their complainta is the
want of work and the want of bread. Sucha
dreadful condition of things -always draws out

with repulsive and alarming distinctness the
worst qualities of man, ingratitnde to Provi-
dence, disaffection towards Government, dis-
vhedience to aunthorities, and envy and hatred
of the rich. There is something ominons and
menaeing in the inscriptions on the banners
nsed by the two thousand discontented and
desperate working men who assembled in the
Pars 00 Wednesday last. These inseriptions
wore—9 \VE WANT WORK, AND MUST HAVE 177—
“Livk anp L& MVE"—“HONGER 18 & SHAR?

‘any other way than through official channels,

VICTORY OF BANTA ANNA OVERTHBE
REBELS-RAILROAD ACROSS MEXICO
—THE ALLIES IN MEXICO.

We have received our files of Mexican papers
from the 5th to the 16th of December, thus
embracing a space of s fortnight. The most
interesting news we see in these papers appears
to be the victory of the troops of Santa Auna
over the rebels of the State of Michoacan—the
text of & contract between the Mexican govern-
ment and M, M. Moore & Co., for the exclusive
privilege of o railroad across the whole territory
ol the Mexican republic, to be commenced at
the northern frontier on the mouth of el Rio-
Bravo and terminate at a point on the Pacific
ocean between Altata and Manzsnillo—and
finally, the hope that once victorious over Russia
and Turkey, and seated on firm ground, the
allies will nssist the cause of weak American
nationalities against the unbounded ambitions
of their powerful neighbors.

These hopes or expectations, as you will
choose to eall them, are not without & native
flavor which we will not undertake to qualify
through respect for our neighbors on the other
gide of the Rio-Grande, with whom we desire
to keep on terms of friendship. This, however,
will not deter us from advising onr readers
that the paper from which our news is derived,
is clothed with an official character, which in
the present condition of things in Mexico,
means that it expresses the views of Santa
Anpa rather than public opinion. We must
add also, that it would be difficult to find news
anywhere else but in the official organs of the
country, since, if we are not mistaken, the
stringency of the law on the press is sach, that
it is almost impossible to assert’ the truth in

This peculiarity gives to the word truth a
cerlain character which our readers will not
fail to appreciate.

“In reference to the defeat of the Michoacan
rebels the Universal says that the details of the
battle now in its possession, indicate that the
factions have received a death blow. According
to this version, they numbered above three thou-
sand when they attacked the capital of that
department—two thousand cavalry, and one
thousand infantry. This shows that the number
of the dissatisfied is stronger than that of the
partisans.of the government, a thing which the
Universal testifies in saying that the garrison
of the city was infinitely inferior to that of the
aggressors. The same paper adds, that the
rebels displayed .an intrepidity worthy of a
better cause. The firing -lasted seven hours.
The result of the battle, according to the
Universal, was the defeat of the assailants,
with a loss of one thousand men, prisoners in-
cluded. This, however, and we may say, un-
happily for the Mexicans, is not a sure omen
of the establishment of concord and union.
among them. The blaze of the revolution
when not blowing on one side, blows on
another. History teaches us that revolation
in Mexico is like the many headed monster of
the fable, whose privilege it was to recover
two heads when losing one.

In reference to the projected railroad, it is
said in the treaty that the company for its
construction must be formed within eight
months from the publication of the decree,
without which the contract will be void. That
clause has to be made known to the Mexican
minister in Washington and in London, Once
the company made up, they are obliged to
commence their operations within two years
and a half and to complete the whole line within
ten years.

The” government will keep a fourth part of
the stock of the company to be sold among
the inhabitants of Mexico, With that view,
books of subscription will be opened in all the
important places of the State. Among other
stipulations between the company and the gov-
erment it is said that the former will, by their
contract, be obliged to convey the troops of the
government and munitions of war at fifty per
cent. less than the usual charges set down
in their tariff. Besides, they will have to pay
to the government ten per cemt. on the divi-
dends and fifteen thousand dollars every six
months from the day of the opening of the rail-
road.

Such are the main charges imposed by Santa
Anna upon the contractors of the railroad, in
exchange of which he will concede the follow-
ing advantages: First, the government will
give to the companyall the uncultivated ground
in its possession necessary (o the construction
of the aforesaid railroad. As to the lands be-
longing to others, the company is anthorized
to take them on condition that the owners be
indemnified. Secondly: All implements, ma-
chinery, utensils, trains, coal, iron, and all
things needed during the furtherance of the
work will be admitted into Mexico free of duty.
All goods and merchandise of transit will be
allowed to pass free through the country. The
vessels belonging to the company will not be
subjected to any duty in the two harbors situa-
ted at the extreme terminus of the line. That
advantage will be extended to them for the
space of filly years to commence af the time
of the opeming of the communications.

This project, as far as we have the means of
judging, seems to us pretty liberal, and will not
fail, we hope, to attract the attention of our
American capitalists, more interested, perhaps,
than any others, in baving a share in the ope-
ration. At atime when the right of passage
across the Isthmus presents itself, under the
shape of a vital question, to the attention of the
people of the United States, a plan having the
same object in contemplationleannot be viewed
with supineness. We then hope, should this
railroad prove to be serious and practicable, (a
thing upon which we beg’to exercise our rights
of mental restriction,) that our enterprising cap-
italists will look on the other side of the Rio
Grande, to see whether they chnnot assist our
Mexican neighbors in their landable undertak-
ing. This is a project truly worthy of the
geniog of our people, and more profitable, in
our opinion, than the one preached by Peter
the Hermit of our time—Colonel Benton.
Every body will understand why.

Ag regards the opinion of the Moxican press,
in reference tothe Allied Powers, the Universal
sayn, that it eannot be denied that it is satisfac-
tory to sea the two most advanced nations of
the world now combatting for justice and right,
disposed to sustain the same cause in America ;
or, in other words, that they would, if neces-
sary, defend the independence and secarity of.
the wenk States against the threats of a power-
ful nation. Though those words are nitered in

went to the wisdom and prudeuce-of the pres-
ent Cabinet, it is evident (hat Santa Auna
takes his measures, in case of an eventuality,
which his well-know recklessess would perhaps
seek after, was he not kept busy at home by
the insubordination of the people, and in gath-
ering, what he is so much in want of—the nerve
of war—money. However, it is it and proper to
notice the feelings of our neighbors towards us.
The time eomes to nations, as to individuals,
when all aceounts, old and new, are to be bal-
anced. When that day comes, we will not for-
get the kind wishes of our neighbor.

a-TueHox.Josepu R, CraxpLes delivered
& speech, in the House of Representatives,
on Thursday, in reply to the Know-nothing
effort of Mr. Banks. He denied emphatically
and positively that the Roman Catholic Church,
or the Pope, claims or seeks to exercise con-
trol in the political affuirs of nations; and, in
support of this denial, he quoted from the pub-
lished opinions of the most eminent of the
bishops of that Church. Mr. Chandler, who is
a Catholic, ably defended the Church of which
he is a member from the charges made against
it in this partitular. His remarks were eloquent
and patriotic, to such & degree as to elicit the
spontaneous applause of many of his distin-
guished auditors, i
—— e em—
B&y The Petersburg Intelligencer of Thurs-
day says: “Mr. Wise addressed & monster
andience, at Pheenix Hall, last evening, col-
lected at fwo hours’ notice. We will speak of
Lis address to-morrow.
“ His next regular appointment is for Hali-
fax, where he will be in season.”

ITEMS,

Foraery or Texas Bowps.—Important arrest in
INww York.—There has recently been put in circu-
lation in Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York,
n quantity of spurious Texas certificates with the
torged signature of the auditor nnd officers of the
Government so handsomely executed that several
brokers have been victimized. An arrest was
made in New York, on Wednesday, which will
probably put a stop 1o the game, at least for the
present. The Times says:

The accused called at the exchange office of
Mr. James, in Wall street, snd offered for sale a
packageof these certificates ; but Mr. James, sus-
pecting something wrong, left the party uatil he
could ascertain their value. Upon the return of
the broker, the holder of the ecertificates was
missing. Meanwhile, Gen. Ward, United States
Consuol at Panama, accompanied by several Tex-
an gentlemen, happened 10 visit the office of Mr.
J_ ames, aud while they were scrutinizing the cer-
tificates the applicant came back to close his bar-
goin. The sggregate amount of those he offered
to sell was about $8,000, for which he agreed 1o
take $1,300, snd would have been paid this
amount by Mr. James had not the Consul and his
friends pronounced them a gross forgery. '
When accused, the prisoner deglud that he
met & man in Broadway, who boarded at the Me-
tropolitan Hotel, and desired him 10 negotiate the
certificates and meet him at4he Hotel in the eve-
ning. The prisoner was bronght Lefore the Ma-
gistrate at the Halls of Justice, but he refused 1o
give his name or say anything concerning his
place of residence or business. He had pre-
viously given the name of C. A. Keene, and under
that cognomen the Justice commitied him.

S b
"The Case of Dr. Grahant.

X * Bine Sinoe Prison,
Issprcron’s Orrice, Wednesday, Jan, 10,1855 |
Tothe Editor of the New York Daily Times :
Will you permit me to say, through your
columns that the notice in the T¥mes of to-day,
(Albany letter,) in relation to Dr. Graham's alleged
intoxication and disorderly conduet, on Saturday
morning last, is entirely erronecus, having not the
slightest foundation in truth.

Dr. Graham was placed in the hospital of the
prison, as apothecary, or assistant physician, be-
cause—as your correspondent correctly observes
—he was thought 1o be eminently qualified for that
position, and not from any leniency shown him on
account of his former standing in society. Nor is
he allowed any privileges not strictly within the
rules of discipline governing the prison. It is due
to Dr. Graham to say, that not only is it incorrect
that any such occurrence has transpired, but that
he has conducted himsell with the utmost pro-
Fnely and order during his incarceration—per-
orming the duties assigned him with a cheerful-
ness and alacrity entirely satisfactory 1o the
officers of the prison,
Very re-psnu'ulli vours,

VORWOOD BOWNE.

TurSroor-or-war ALvany.~The following let-
ter from the commander of the Princeton appenrs
in the New Orleans papers:

U. 8. Sreamer Prixceros,
Havana, Dee. 31, 1854,

Dear Sik: You will much oblige me, on your
arrival in New Orleans, by reporting this ship as
baving arrived from Aspinwall. We have been
cruising in the Caribbean sen for some time past;
we have also visited Jamaion, and received infor-
mation from vessels which bave arrived from the
different ports ; but T regret to state that we have
not been able 1o learn any intelligence in regard 10
the missing Albany.

The Princeton will sail the day after to-morrow
for Key West.

Respectfully and lruIE ours,
H

RY EAGLE.

To Capt. R. W, Suvreror.

A Bawx Romeep or $25,000'—0n Tuesday, Jan-
uary 2, Mr. Slidell, the paying-teller of the Mer
chants’ Bank, on making up the amount of specie
in the vault, discovered a deficiency of exnmeily
$25,000! As the specie had been examined the
two previous days and found right, this excited
surprise, The teller immediately reported the
fact to Mr. Palmer, the president, and Mr. Silli-
man, the cashier. As far as diligent enquiry can
g0, no clue can be had to the robbery.

There is no one in the bank suspected, and, in
faet, it could not be done by any one but the
porter, who is beyond suspicion.

The vault door is situnted in a very exposed

situation, being near the entrance on thestree!,
and it is supposed that a day or 1wo zince, while
the porter was engaged in uiinﬁ'n Inrge amount
of gold for exchanges with other banks, he lefi the
under vanlt door (a grated door) njar, and during
a temporary absence, being watched, five bags of
gold, of 85,000 each, may have been abstracted by
several thievea combining 1 her.

But, it may be, that the gold has been delivered
!7 mistake, instead of being ' robbed.” A reward
of §3,000 is offered for the discovery of the pro-

perty.

Spmir oF e SovrneRy Press is the leader
of nlong article in the Tribune, copying the ad-
vertisements in Southern papers of runaway ne-
groes. We hope the SBouthern press will not
think of retaliation by showing up the spirit of the
New York press—say only in the Tridune—of the
crime here, the murders here, the burglaries, the
complaints on the mayor's and chiel’s (police)
booke, the poverty, the starvation, the German
meetings, the ragged school stories, the soup-
house scgues, &ec., &c. The fact is, neither
Narthern nor Southern society is in n state of per-
fectibility. The Twidune ought to be most con-
tent with the Southern, because it is nearest Foun-
rierism—a plantation being a Fourier association
—the white man the hend Fourierite, the negroes
“ phalanxes”—all things being pretty much in
common, the head Fourierite getting only the
greatest share, because he han contributed the
grentest “ eapital."<N. ¥, Express.

l;l"l'l .? CARDS Printed at w

otice, and Plates gn“jfh

every style. ' w. C. SAN%I.P: Eil. 5
Adjoining Kirkwood House.

rHory —"“Tris 13§ QUR LAST RESOURCE.”

a covert sense, and are followed by a compli-
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Congressional.

Tecumseh.—An interesting incident, in the life
of this celebrated warrior, was related by General
Deslie Coombs, at the late Old Soldiers' Conven-
tion, iuthis ecity, That geantleman participated in
the conflicts of the war, and was, therefore, un
eye-witness of many harrowing scenes, some of
which he graphieally described, 10 the evident
gratification of his venerable listeners. =

Atthat day, where there are now five or six
largely populated and prosperous western States,
was almost an entire unbroken wilderness; in-
fested by hostile savages; and through this our
soldiers were obliged to march to the general bat-
tle. The accounts of the “hair-breadth escapes”
were thrilling in an extreme degree; such as to
excite no regret that the auditors of the speaker
were not present with him to share in the immi-
nent perils which he and his compatriots en-
countered. :

The Indian allies of the British, in the height of
their victory, indiscriminately put Americans to
instant death ; and on the right hand and on the left
were seen our deceased soldiers; their brains
covering the ground and their blood saturating the
goil. It was impossible for the British, their em-
ployers, to terminate the dreadful work of murder ;
and in vain did the more liumane of the whites of
the opposing forces appeal to the infuriated
savages 10 desist. =

But there was a pause in the demoniacal pro-
ceediogs, when an Indian, in soldier's half-dress,
appeared on the wall of*the fort, und waived his
hand. Slight murmurings were heard among the
Indians, as if in’ complaint becanse their Hloody
work was for the moment stayed. The chigt or-
dered trom the ground the more infuriatad sava-
ges, and soon the cloud of death that hung over
the American vietims disappeared, and the light
of hope beamed upon their hearts,

That chief was Tecumseh ; & man, who though
a stern warrior, possessed in an eminent degree,
the feelings of humanity. By his prompt and
timely interposition, he saved five or six hundred
of our men from a cruel death ; “and,” said Gen-
eral Coombs, “ when, afierwards, I saw his dvad
body on the battle-field, I could not refrain from
weeping in re brance of the kind offices 6
which [ have alluded.”

We noticed that mary of the eyes of the lsten-
ers were suffused with tears. .

—_—

Curlosity.—In the Cruminal Court, yesterday,
a man was on irial, charged with Lhe crimme of
passing counterfeit money. The benches were
densely filled with spectators, who watched every
movement and listened to every word, as if all
their present hopes and future prspects depended
on the issue! Judging from their appearance
they were laboring men; and, perhaps, being out
of employment, they had crowded the court-room,
1o be entertained by the trunsactions_at the bar,
and lo pass away the time pleasantly. The ac-
cused individual must have congratulated himself
that he was furnishing the means for their enter-
ment! He was the lion of the occasion, * the ob-
served ol all observers,” especially when Lis law-
yer was discanting on’ the evidence which had
been given respecting the cut of the hairy appen-
dage to his face. We never before saw more
cttiosity manifested on the part of court-room
spectators than yesterday. It could not have been
greater had a wife-murderer been in the dock.
The accused counterfeit note passer was duly
honored by having the eyes of the jailer and se-
ergl of his deputies intently fixed upon him ; for,
ere is always a fear on the part of such officials
that prisoners may sieze a lucky moment and pass
away from that terror to evil-doers—the clutch of

the law.
————

Death has again invaded the halls of Congress-
The Hon. Moses Norris, a Senator of New Hamp-
shire, departed this life on Thursday night, at
his lodgings in this ecity, from an affection of the
heart; thus causing a pause in the legislative pro-
ceedings, and impressing the surviving members
with the solemnity of the event which bhas so sud-
denly hurried one of their number to the tomb.

The desth of Mr. Norris was vesterday an-
nounced in both branches; Messrs. Toucey and
Cass, in the Senate, and Messrs. Morrison and
Bayly in the House, severally pronouncing eulo-
giums on the public and private virtues of the
departed Senator.

In accordance with the terms of the resolutions
adopted in each branch of Congress, Messrs.
Toucey, Dawson, Foot, Fish, James, and Sebas-
tian, of the Senl‘le. and Messrs. Morrison, Chan-
dler, and Bayly, of the House, were appointed a
committee to superintend the removal of the re-
mains of the deccased, for interment in New
Hampshire.

At four o'clock, yesterday afierncon, the mem-
bers of both Houses assembled ay the late resi-
dence of Mr. Norris, where the Rev, Henry
Slicer, the Chaplain to the Senate, delivered an
impressive prayer.

The corpse, attended by Mrs. Norris and two
of her children, together with the members of
Congress and their officers, was conveyed to the
railroad station, where it was placed in s special
car, 1o be eunv#ed to New Hampshire.

Mr. Jumes, of the Senate, and Mr. Morrison, of
the House, attended by three of the officers of the
Senate, Messrs. C. 8. Jones, Wm. Mann, and R.
Latruitie, nccompanied the corpse on its way to
the State of which the deceased was a distin-
guished Senator.

———

The Old Soldiers,—The Commiltee of two
delegates from ench State, appointed in pursuance
of a resolution passed at the late Convention of
the Old Soldiers, are actively engaged in the fur-
therance of the business with which they are
entrusted, namely: the procuring of additional
bounty lands, and pensions, They meet daily st
the National Hotel, to report progress.

From what we can learn, the delegates other
than those who are now in the city, have gone
home with high expectations that Congress will
grani them the relief for which they ask, and to
which they conceive they are jusily entitled.

o e————

District Penltentlary.—There are contined
in this institution, white men, 80 ; black men, 14;
white women, 4; black women, §; white boys,
4; mulato boys, 6; black boys, 5; mulatte girl,
1. Of these, there were born in the Districtof
Columbin, 47; ery‘d, 19; Virginia, 17, Ger-
many, 8 Ireland, 6; France, 2; Pennsylvanin,
8; South Carolina, 2; New York, 2; North
Carolina, 2; lllineis, 1: Canada, 1; Switzerland,
1; Eogland, 1; Cuba, 1; Ohio, 1; at sea, 1. A

white man convicted of bigamy, is engaged in

the interesting business of picking onkum.
gt

The Weather, yesterday afternoon, was bland
and springlike, and very many lndies and gentle-
men were on the promenade. Mamas permitted
their “sweetest, darlingest, little creatures,” not
yet able to walk, to be carried about in their
nurses’ armg, to enjoy the delightful, healthful at-
mosphere. This was the part of wisdom, for
why should the * Younger Ameriea” be band-
boxed in winter, beonuse they cannot run at large ?

D ——— el

Plck Pockets,—We have heard, recently, of
several casen of pocket-picking. The villains who
thus exercise their wita have, thus far, escaped
detection, and are still, doubtlens, wide awake for
further depredations. Two of ‘“the old soldiers,”
even, were robbed by these light-ingered gentry.

Communicafed,

T

THIRTY-THIRD CONGRESS,
SECOND BESSION.

Senate—Kriday, January 12, 1855.

Mr. TOUCEY, rising in lis place, addressed the
Senate us follows =1 4l

Mr. President, it talls to my lot o perform the
melancholy task of announcing to the Senate the
death of one of its members. The Hon. Mr,
Norris, Senator from New Hampshire, is no
more. He died at his lodgings, in lEin city, of an
alfection of the heart. on Thursday evening, at
half pust eleven o'clock. Three days ago we saw
him in the midst of us, in the fulness of life and
henlth; but he was struck down in a moment
without consciousness; and, though he revivesd
for a time, and was restored Lo the tull possession
of his faculties, yet & recarrence of the anack
proved fatal, He has left'a wife and family of
children to feel bitterly their sudden bereavement.

Mr. Norris was the son of a revolutionary sol-
dier, He was born at Pittsfleld, in the State of
New Hampshire, in the year 1709, He graduated
at Dartmouth College with hiﬁh reputation for
scholarship. He commenced the practice of law
in his native' town, and, soon acquiring the repu-
tation of a sound lawyer and n{ble udvocate, he
rose 10 eminence in his profession. He took a
deep interest in public affairs; and, from early
life, adhered to those political views which he
ever afterwards maintained. [n 1850 he was
elected a member of the legislature from Pitts-
field. In 1540 he was chosen Speaker of the
House, and presided in that body with distin-
guished mbility and success. In 1541 he became
& member of the State coungpil. In 1541 he was
elected 1o Congress, and served in the House of
Representatives the four succeeding years, In
1547 he was again a member of the legislature of
New Humpshire,and again Speaker of the House ;
and, while serving in that capacity, he was elected
to the Senate of the United glalea for the term of
six years from the fourth of March, 1849, and the
same year took the seat which he occupied al the
time of his death,

Such a record expresses the confidence reposed
in him bythe people of his native State better
than any words of mine.

While he was a member of the House of Rep-
resentatives he ook an active part in debate. His
leading speeches in that body were upon the graat
subjects of the tariff, the admission of Texas'as a
State, and the contested seats of the members
from New Hampshire, and other States, who had
not been chosen by districts, in conformily with
the nct of Congress. All these speeches were of
marked ability, but that delivered by him in the
Senate, upon the bill providing for the organization
of Kansas and Nebraska was, perhaps, most dis-
tinguizhed in that respect, and attracted the largest
share of public attention. In the great contest
which resulted in the compromise measures of
15850, he was the firm dnd consistent sdvocate of
those measures, and he was never known to flag
or to falier in their suppert. His views were
enlarged and liberal, not limited to the State or
section in which he lived, but comprehensive
enough 1o embrace the whole country and all its
interests, He was open and manly in his course,
true to his principles and to his {riends, reliable
noder the pressure of difficulties. firm in the
meintenance of right, greatly beloved by his family
and by those who knew him best, and will be
lamented by all. When such a man falls, bis
death is a public calamuty.

In conclusion, he submitted resolutions eppro-
priate to the occasion, .

Mr. CASS, (a native of New Hampshire,) in
seconding the resolutions, said

Mr. PresipesT © Another solemn warning Las
come (o annouce 1o us, that, in the midst of life
we are in death. * Apother member of this body,
who, but a few bLours since, was among us, en-
gaged in all 1the busy oceupations of life, has been
auﬂdenly called from the service of his couutry to
the bar of his God. The emplfatic words, “Be ye
slso ready,” are written upon sll the shifting
scenes around us, and meet us day by day, from
the cradle 10 the grave. Happy will it be for us,
if the lezson they teach teaches us so to believe,
and so 1o conduct that the shadow ot the dark
valley through which we must pass, may be illu-
mined by the fuith and hope which the Redeemer
has prowised to all who call upon Him through
the Gospel.

I did not rise for the purpose of pronouncing a
eulogy upon our departed friend. Here, where
he was known and appreciated, no such words
are needed. I merely rose 10 offer my feeble tes-
timony to his worth, and my tribute of sorrow for
his loss. He was the sole representative of his
State upon this floor, the State of my birth; and
the land 1o which a gratt-ful memory cflen reverts
with pride and aflection. This circomstance seems
to render it not improper that 1 should take part
in the ceremonies upon this melancholy occasion.
It is not in my power to relate the incidents of his
life, nor, indeed, is it necessary, for the Senator
from Connectient, (Mr. Tovcey,) in the beavtiful
remarks to which we have just listened, bas said
all that was necessary, and has traced the course
of this lamented citizen from his earliest career o
his latest. showing the snergy, and intellectual

wer, and moral wonth, by which he reached his

igh position, withont any of those adventitious
circamstances which sometimies supply the want
of merit.

1 was in the habit of constant and friendiy in-
tercourse with him while he was a member of
this body. Ne one could hold that relation with-
oul the most favorable impression of the qualities
of his mind and heart, He had a native vigor of
intellect, improved by study and reflection, which
never failed o exhibit itselt in bis sction and con-
versation. He bad looked upon life with a careful
eye, and his judgment was refined by much and
varied experience. He had a most commendable
firmness of purpose which never gave way before
dangér and temptation, when his convictions were
once formed, and to this he joined a probity of in-
tention which gave weight to his opinion and the
force of example 1o his authority.

In this high depository of national power, he
was national in all his views and votes. Nol ¢ir-
cumscribed by local considerations, nor influenced
by loeal prejudices, but looking 10 the rights of ali
and to the of all.

But he is lost to his State and to his t‘uuulrj' :
to his bereaved family and his mourning friends.
1o the Providence of God he has been taken away,
while yet inthe strength of manhood. As men,
so distinguished and so useiul, fall one after
another, we may humbly hope, that He who
calls them hence will guide others in the path of
duty to serve their country and to promote the
best interests of sociely.

The resolutions were adopted, and a committee
consisting ‘of Mr. Foor, Mr. Tovcry, Mr. Fisu,
Mr. Dawson, Mr, Jawxs, and Mr. Sksastiax,
was appointed to superintend the removsl of \he
remaing of the deceased, this afiernoon, for inter
ment in New hampshire, and the Senate adjonrn-
ed 1o attend the ceremonies.

The Senate adjourned till Monday

MHouse of Representatives,

A message was received from the Senate, an-
nouncing the death of Mosgs Nonnis, late a mem-
ber of that body, and communicating its proceed.
ings thereon.

r. MORRISON, who had long been acquaint.
ed with the deceased, proncunced a ealogy on the
public and private character of his friend . and, in
conclusion, offered resclutions expressive of re-
gret in consequence of the sad event: that the
members and officers of the House wear the usual
badge of mourning for thisty days; that a com-
mittee be appointed by the Speakerto act in con-
junction with that of the Senate, 1o superintend
the removal of the remaios from the iate residence
of the deceased, and that the members of the
House will amend the same.

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, in seconding the reso-
lutions, spoke in warm terms ol the character of
the deceased.

The resolutions were unanimously agreed 1o,
when the Speaker appointed Messre. Monnisox,
CuanorEr, and Baviy, of Vieginin, us the com-
mittee herein provided for,

On motion by Mr. PRESTON
mark of respect,

The House adjouraed until Monday

ns a foriber

Supreme Court pf the United States,
Frivay, January 12, 1855.

Wm. W. Niles, esq., of New York, was ad-
mitted an attorney and counsellor of this court.

No. 40. Edward M. West, plaintiff in error,
vs. Joseph Cochran.

The argument of this cause was continned
by Mr. Attorney General Cushing, for the de-
fendant in error, & uded by Mr. Geyer,
for the plaintiff in error.

Adjourned till M day at 11 o'clock.

L@ Rev. W, H. Milburn, Chaplain of the
House of Represenintjves, will preach in the
Cnr‘wl to morrow, at 11 o'cloek, n. m.
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HE FAILURE of Free Soclety.—Socl.

! : o}og; for the South, or the Failure of Free
ey,
TAYLOR & MAURV'S

George Fitzshugh. snle at
Jan. 13 Book Store, near 91h stireet.

For the Sentinel.
Judiclary Reform of the District of
Columbla.

The bill designed to accomplish the above
object, which lutely the House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States by so large a
majoiity, and which is now pending before the
Benale, has been violently assailed by anony-
mous writers, both in the form of communica-
tions to newspapers, and by pamphlets and
bandbills,

These writers have wholly failed to discuss
the subject upon which they bhave written, in
any spirit of justice and fairness. Admitting
as they all do, that judicial reform is demanded
by public interest, they have wholly failed to
suggest the mode and measure of reform which
is needed, They have contented themselves
mainly with appeals to prejudice, upon un-
founded statements of facts, and show them-
selves to be, in point of fact; enemies to all re-
form. . .

I propose to notice, very briefly, one of the
arguments, or, rather, appeals, addressed to

rejudice, and calculated, unexplained, to ef-
ect the object bad in view, viz: to awaken pre-
judice, and thereby to mislead.

It is the argument, or appeal, which these
writers are pleased to demominate the ‘“‘snap
judgment” system, which they allege is pro-
vided for by the bill, and which they address to
a clasg in our community whom they denomi-
nate “ poor deblors,” and for whose interest they
seem to be particularly solicitous.

I huve always considered that writers were
hard pressed for arguments or reasons, who
found it necessary to address themselves to
clagses in, s community whose interests are
homogeneous and npon whom laws must neces-
urilg act equally.

These writers keep out of view entirely the
operation of the existing system, which secures
to o single justice jurisdiction of all debts
amounting to fifty dollars, exclusive of costa.
Warrants for these demands may be made re-
turuable immediately, and the utmost time a
defendant can secure, even in a contested case,
is fourteen days, unless the justice in his dis-
cretion grant longer time. In cases over $10
and under $20, there is the right of appeal to
the Circuit Court. In cases of $20 or upwards,
either party may demand a jury trial, and from
the yerdict of the jury there is no appeal. 8o
that if either party choose it there is no appeal
in these latter cases. The Justice has no right
to instract the jury, the verdict is conclusive,
no matter upon what ground it is found, or
bow procured, and there can be no exception
or writ of error. What is the practical work-
ing of this system? At the present term of
the Circuit Court of this District, a case
came up on appeal in which the defendant
had confessed judgment before the justice to
avoid a jury trial and retain his appeal. The
Circuit Court decided that, by the confession of
judgment, the defendant had waived his right
toappeal. In the progress of the discussion
in the Circuit Court upon this appeal, a veteran
attorney, who had omce been a justice of the.
peace, and whose practice before the justices’
courts is very large, declared that he had never
lost & case before a justice where he was coun-
sel for the plaintiff, and had a jury.- This gen-
tleman is one of the most strenuous opponents
of the bill. The bill provides & remedy for
the obvious defects of the existing system.
Now, one would suppose that the zeal which is
exhibited for the interests of “ poor debtors,”
would lead some of these champions of “poor
people” to have the evil I have described cor-
rected. It is no evil to & poor man to be sub-
ject to this siringent system, provided he owes
not more than §50; but if he owes more than
$50, even £51, then he is sorely oppressed if
he does not have eighteen months to two years
after suit is brought before judgment is ob-
tained.

In all suits al law commenced in the Circuit
Court, under the existing system, the writ is
made returnable to a term of the court, which
is the appearance term. If executed, the case
goes over to the imparlance term, six months
off; then, if the d tion be filed, and there
he no appearance for the defendant, a judg-
ment may be rendered by the court if the de-
claration demand a year certain, or there ma
be an inquisition by a jory of damages; but, if
there be an appearance, the case goes over to
the pext term—the trial term—six months
more. Ifthere be no dispute, or be no cause
shown for continuance at the trial term, there
is vsually a judgment, provided the case be
rendered; and, after judgment, the defendant,
by giviuimurity, can suspend execution for
six months longer; and, when execution does
issue, it is made returnable to a term. T have
no comment to make upon this system. The
bill pmtmcn to remedy it, and adopts the sys
tem of Virginia in the courts of which State
poor debtors are subjected to as little oppres-
sion a8 in any courts in the world.

And what is the remedy? That when & writ
is issued it shall be made returnablé to a rule
day, which is the first Monday in every month.
If the writ be returned executed, the plaintifi
may file his declaration, and give the defendant
a rule to plead. If at the end of a month, the
next succeeding rule day, he fail to plead, then a
judgment, called an office judgment, is entered;
or, if the defendant appears and pleads, issue
is made up; and, in either case, the cause is
transferred to the docket of the next succeed-
ing term for trial. At the term the defendant
can‘plead as many pleas in bar as he chooses,
when he has not plead in the clerk's office, or
as many additional rleu in bar as he may
think fit; if he has plead at rules, and if time
be necessary to enable him to make defense,
the conrt will, in its discretion, grant it. If
the defendant do not plead to the judgment ob-
tained in the office within the first fifteen days
of the term, then execution may issue, but ex-
ecution may be suspended for six months, by
giving security as st present.

These candid wrilers say that judgment and
execution can be had in forty-five dags. They
surely must have known belter, or they did
not examine the bill. The court is to meet on
the first Mondays of March, September, and
December. The judgment must be entered at
February, August, and November rules, at the
latest, in order Lo go to the docket at the next
sucoeeding term, and the writ must be returned
executed to January,July,or October rules ; and
to ensure its service, it must be issued from a
week or ten days before the role day. Tt must
be evident that no judgment, uj execition
oven by default can be obtsined in less than
from 50 to 25 days after the issue of the writ, in-
stead of 45 days, as theso fair writers have
alleged. 11 a suit be brought to Angust rules,
it cannot go wpon the docket till December
term. If to February, not until September,
If to Octaber, not until Mareh,

Upon other of the appeals made by these

writers, and especially upon the iety and
publie txrdiancy of J:I)ly in jugi ial pro-

ceedings, | may have something to say here-
afler. REFORM,

—— e ——

INE APPLE, Brandy, and Canada

P Cheese.

Lavis Norton's brand Pine Apple Cheese, prime,
Sn'g:riaf Brandy Cheese, 1 Ib. jars.
Capada do  § and 1 Ib. jars,
ALS#—
English Dairy, imitation Gloster and Cheshire.
Parmesan Chevse, | cake, in prime order.
Do do  grated in glass jars, 1 Ib, each.
For sale by SHEKELL BROTHERS,
Dee 13-<3tif” No. 40, op. Centre Market.

~ ®elegrap

Illness of the American Ministexiat Paris

New Youk, Jan. 12.—The Evening Post learvs,
by a private letter from Paris, that Hon M. Ms-
son, our minister Lo ce, was struck with po-
ralysis on the morning of the 27th of Deeenl=:,
and was quite unwell when the letter closed.

e -
The Steamer Canadian to go to the Cri-
TAE R,

Bostox, Jan. 12.—The screw propeller Cana-
dinn, sdvertised 10 leave l..averpglo on the Hth of
January for Portland, bas beentaken np by the
British government fur the conveyance of troops
to the Crimeas.

———p.
Electlon of a United States Senator.

Cuicaao, Jan, 0.—James Harlan, whig, has been
elected United States Senator from fows.

—————
New York Market.
New York, Jan. 12, noon.—Cotion,—The mar-
ket is firm. ;
Flour.—~The market is unchanged, with s mode-
rate demand at previous rates—Sales ol
barrels, Southern is unchanged—Sales to-day of
1,000 barrels.
Wheal.—The market is firm.
Corn.—The market is firm, with sn upward
tendency—35,000 bushels sold—western mixed
at 105,
Pork.—The market is firm,
Beel.—The market is dull.
Lard.—The market is firm.
Whisky.—Sules of Ohio at 394@40. The marke:
rm.

e
Imusement,

The Great Marble Statne

oF .
THE DYING GLADIATOR,

On exhibition at Morrison's Buslding, 4} styeet,
near Pennsylania avenue, daily, from 9 o'clock,
A M, w:ﬁ 10, P. M.

Admittance 25 cents.
L ‘L. 8. HOLLINGSHEAD, Agent.
an ¥

llJlnS.J l%;l‘o Gl;?dﬂ NO}"I‘C?,#“ lhotrl-u
gi rginia Military Lan arrant, No!
,90A, for 3334 acres, issued on the “2d Septem-
ber, 1841, in_the name of Ann Bronaugh, one of
the heirs of Lieutenant Austin Sandridge, for his
service as lieutenant in the coatinental line, has
been accidentally lost; and application will be
made to the Genersl Land Office, for the issne of
seript on & duplicate of said warrant, in accordanca
with the 4th section of the rules and regulations
of said office dated November 20th, 1652,
THOMAS BRONAUGH,

For himself and the other heirs of Ann Bronaogh.
Nov 28—ew3m

LAYING CARDS.—W.C.ZANTZINGER
has just received a very large assorument ot
the best American, English, and French Playing
Cards of every description, and at the most rea
sonable prices, wholesale and retail.
STATIONERS' HALL,
Adjoining Kirkwood House.

Dec 7—3taw2wif

Members of Lonfruu. Strangers So~
l journingin the City,and the Public generally.—

Permit me to eall alleation to my hrg'.’ andsu-.
perior stock of Cloths, Cassimeres, and Vestings,
which will be made up 1o order at the shortest no-
tice, and in such style as cannot fail 1o please.
Having supplied my establishment with the very
best workmen, I will warrant that sll garments
manufactured by me shall be equal to those made
in any other establisliment in the United States.

M. H. STANFORD, Merchant Tailor,
Penn. av,, three doors west of W st , No. 488,
Also, Agent for the regular French Fashions,
received regularly, two suits a month. W.H. 8.
Dec 3 Z2awldwif

nlmﬁllA NUTS, latest growth ; 1 cask

Just receindly
SHEKELL BROTHERS,
No. 40, opposite Centre Market.
Jan 6—3uf 3

N XTRA Heavy-plated Tea Sets, Albata
h Forks, Spoons, &c.—M. W, Galt & Bro.
have just received a beautiful assoriment of—

Extra Piated Tea Sets, latest styles
Castors, Cake Baskets, Card Trays, &c.
Also, superior Albata Forks and 5.

The above are of the very best quality, and

usually low,
5 M. W. GALT & BRO.
ey svenne, between Sth and 10th sts.
Dec. 15—& : e

Ull)ﬂ:ulllll‘l‘s and Drawers of all sizes
and qualities, suitable for winter weather,
for sale at very chel%;uen
ALL & STEPHENS,
Dec 13 Pa av,, pext door to Tron Hall.

FINE SUIT OF CLOTHES. Gentle-
men wishing to provide themselves witha
fashionable suit of Clothes, at moderate prices,
will find every variety of style and quaility at the
establishment of
WALL & STEVENS,
322, Pennsylvenia avenue,

. next door to Iron Hall.
Jan 5 (News,)

OR OVERCOATS and of

every description, gentlemen should not fail
to visit the extensive establishment of the sub-
scribers, where they will find a very large and cqm-

lete assortment of every style and quality of
ushionable Garments, munufactured in the neat-
est and most desirable manner, which we are sell-
ing at the lowest prices on the most accammoda-

ing terms.
WALL & STEPHENS, .
322 Penn. avenue, next door 1o Iron Hall
Dec. 23--3t

CARD.—Our patrons and the public in
general are most respectfully informed that
we have this day, the 11th instant, opened, with
a large itionnl stock, our New Music t al
the cornér of Pennsylvania avenue, Eleventh, and
D streets, where Music and Masical Merchandise
of every description can be found on the most
reasonable terms. .
A ocall is respectfully solicited.
Dec 12—eolt HILBUS & HITZ.

ADVERTISEMENT,

‘The Wood-Gas Controversy.
RATHER sharp but distant firing iy
A carried on by some persons interested in
Wood-Gas Patents; and we perceive that the
smoke of \beir cannon has somewhnt obscured
their vision. Dr. €. G. Page, as the atto for
W. P. McConnell, havi presented his claims
through our colamns, L. R. Breisach, of this eity,
has prese nted 1hose of Petienkofer & Ruland. o1
Bavaria—he being their assignee—ihrough the
columns of the Daily Limes of the 3d instant. He
states that the first paiont for the Bavavian inven-
tion was issued on February 24, 1851, an authen-
ticated copy of which has been filed in our Patent
Office ; also, that the claims of his were
filed in the offior, 10 protect theiy more
than a year ago. As no pater, can be obiained
for making or using Wood.Gas, the disputed
point relates (o the apprratus, which embraces
the reheating of the gas—pasking it over a red-hot
surfnce in its way 10 the cooler—afier it i
prated; this is clearly stated in Dr. Page's letter,
on page 50. Now, as McConnell claims to have
invented the npr-rnlul for reheating Wood-Gas,
as far back as i5l9—1wo years previous 1o the
granting of the Bavarian patent—and as he ob-
tnined a patent for the same, on the 26th day of
September last, although contested by Pettenko-
fer & Ruoland, we cannot well conceive who L. RS
Breisach wants (o frighten, by declaring, through
the columns of the Times, that he will prosecute
the violators of the Bavarian invention. Hegivea
this notice 10 all who take an interest in the intro-
daction of this invention, but, in doing so, he for-
20t to present any fact upon which the public ean
MI‘ 10 show what patent rights he
When he again writes to inform lhp& that he
has certain patent rights, and will cute those
who infringe them, we bope he be 20 good as

1o state what these righis 80 that the public
may know what he _ﬂgcu-ﬁc Amertcan.

ov 16—t
REWARD.—Lost, fror, the ba

s l 0 car, on Saturday, the | ﬁrim;m
route between Philadel’ \o1a and Washington, a
Gentleman's Overcrg; which was wra in a

cloth bearing ;s name of residence and stra

unf

B —

A. RTCLES of Utility.—Christmas Pre=
sents |- STEVENS, Browns' Hotel, has a
fresh, large, and elegant assortinent of Gents'
Scarfs, Napoleon Ties, Handkerchiefs, Cravew,
Gloves, &c., of the best quality and 1mpnTia.
uens.  Parsons making presanis nd our as-
sortment complets and‘oﬂhhﬂ qm", and st
the lawest prices.  Sales Room, Browns' Hotel.

MME. SCHONENBERG
TEACHER OF PIANO AND SINCGING,

257 Pewxevivanty Avesos,

on the n trrunk; also, n new Leather Sirep
85ad Buckle from another trunk belonging to the
same person. The advertiser considers this an
occasion 1o represent 10 the owners and mana.
ra of the railroad on this ronte that, for the com

of and secnri an in-
cn-nmmity -hon;rb:,r:{mm;ir
agents.

Any communication addressed io the office of
National ] will be received, and on re-
turning the article Jost, the above reward will be
pard. Nov 26—t{




